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5(History of the Site)-~last sentence should read: Since 1935 the
the site has been worked by Dre T,Me¢ N, Lewls and Mr, Geo, Lid=-
berg,
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22, line 45 should read: "from the rear before interment,v

24, footnote #1 should read: Sect, III and IV(pp.61-180) instead
of Chapter IV,

25,1ine & should read: "the 584 plain rims and lips%™,
26,1ine 3 should read: "28 were modified strap handle types."
27,1ine 6 should read: " duck and cormorant instead of kingfisher',

line 8 should read: " the frog effigy ocecurs in.%
34,1ine 19, should read: "an extended occupation of the,ese"
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consumed funds which I had planned to donate Lo the Nodeha Foundabion$

so 100 copies of Lhe report are belng made avallable Lo persons who

make

donations to the Nodena Foundation Bullding Fund so this fund can

be replenishede KLBe
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Introduction

The Memphis Archacologlcal and Geo=-
loglcal Socicty Excavetions at the T.0, Fuller Site wcre begun
in March of 1952 upon the approval of the projcct by Mr, L.G,
. Mc Lecen who was at the time, State Nuturallst of the State of
Tecnnessece It was pursucd through Scptember of 1952 when MreSe
C. Taylor, former Superintendent of State Parks rcgqucstcd that
the project be completed as soon as possiblee Work was continucd
into October of 1952 when o precliminary rcport of the excavations
and findings was submitted to Mr. Swann, former Commissioncr of
Conscrvation, and Mre S.C. Taylor, former Superintendent of Statc
Parks, rcqucsting that morc time be allowed to complcte the pro-
ject 1in so far as a portion of a housc pattern running twenty feot
In one dircction snd eleven fect in anothcr had been locatecd, and
it scemed feoasiblc to attempt to uncover at lecast one wholec house
pattecrne, Betwcen November and January 1953 whilc action was pend=-
ing concerning this declsion thc project was attacked by local pot-
hunters and vandals and the burisls which had been left in sltu on
thelr pedestals for the inspection of the Commissioner and Theo
Supcrintondent of State Parks, were scandalously disturbed, In Jan-
uary of 1953 following recccipt of the kind letter of Mr, Ed, C,
Tayloe, prosont Superintcendent of State Parks cxpressing his inter-
est In the project, work was agaln begun, and an attempt was made
to salvage the remainsg of the disturbed burials and to continue ex-
cavatlons in such of the squarcs and such portions of the squsres
as werc not rilddled with holus,

Excavations were completed on April
30,1953 and onc housc pattern was almost completely uncovered, Lab-
oratory work and the proccssing of matcrials and the publication
of this rcport, of coursc, continucd aftcr the fiecld work hed been
completeds Fragments of secveral othcer house patterns were also un-
covered, Four hearths werce found only onc of which can be agsociated
wlth the house pattern completed, Only onc squarec #5 was carried
down to thc bokkom of the middcne Originally 10 squarcs had been
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explorcd, through 9 of which portions of the housc pattern completcd
ran,

This rcport 1s bascd on the rccordings in the daily fleld
journal which I kept on this project and upon the conclusions drawn
from cxpert cxamination of the thousands of pleces of midden matcr-
ials recmoved from the Site, In so far as no previous report has
bcen publishcd on the cxcavations made at the T,0, Fuller Site
though two previous excavations have been cenductced on the site,
it is hopcd that the information we zrc ablc to offer thosc Inter-
csted In thls Site will prove Intcresting and valuablce,

Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoln,
Archaeologist in charge ofs
Memphls Archacolegical and
Gecological Soclcty Excavations
at the T,0, Fulleor Site,
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History of the Site

The T.0, Fuller Site is located 9
milcs South of Memphis, Tennessce in Shelby County, Tenncssce, The
sitc 1s lccated on the Heights South of the confluence of Hanconnah
Crcek with Tonncsgeo Chute, Legend assoclates these hoights with
the peint ot wnicn the Mlssisslippl wes crossed bty the De Soto party
in 1541, Therce was, however, no cvidecnce uncovercd in thc course
of the Mcmphls Lrchacological and Geologlcal Socicty cxcavations
to incdlcate historic occupation; or contact with the De Soto Expecd=-
ition, The sile boasts two mounds leid out in plaza arrangcment on
a flat atop the helghts. Dre, T MeN. Lowis of the U. of Tunne feels
that the depth of the midden and many of theo urusunl foatures of
the site Inclnding some prehistorlc terracing siong tis bluffs
adapt it a dmirably for study and insitu development ot/ ; smal:l
spring fecd brook at the Eastern base of the heights could easily
have bcen the prchistoric water supply, ond the fist in question
was lcft by nature with steep walls on three sides waich could
easlly heve scrved in prchistoric times as an almost Impregnable
natural fortrcss, Within a stonc's throw of the Tenncssee Chute
the site would heve becn an ideal fortifiod town for a boating
pcople who could heave docked their boats in the Clute out of sight
of travcllers following the main channel of the river., As & matter
of fact thils scction of the Chute was cxplorecd by Memphis frchacoe
logical eand Geolegicel Boclety workers in hope of finding some evi=-
dcnce of such activities, but recgrettably the activitics boing con-
ducted In cennection with the Memphis Horbor development in that
arca have destroyed any evidence which might have romaincd to sub-
stantiate this conjecturec,

The Fuller Site has becen farmed
for more than a century and was probably opcned to white settle-
rcnt in the 1840's following the coxpulsion of the Chickasaws fron
Bast of the Misslissippl River, Prior to its purchase by the U.S.
Government and later by the Statc of Tenncssece in 1939, the Site
was knovmn as the Barrett Farm and during the period during which
it was privately ownod at lcast 2 significant collcctions of arti-
fects arc known to have been removed from the site., One of these
collections which is still in this arca, the Glenn B. Barncs Coll-
cction will be referred to in this reporte Since 1939 the site has
been worked by Dr, T.McN, Leowls of the University of Tennessec,and
later by a large number of CoC.C. workers under the directioh of
Mr. George Lidperg.

1) Lewis,TeMcNa, Letter, Lpril 30,1953
2) Sco Decd and Mortgage Book, Shelby County Courthousc, Memphis,
Tenne Vol, 1,
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Exploration of the midcéen at the Fuller Site in the course
of the Mcuphis 4Lrchacolcegical and Geologilcal Pod ety excavations ro-
veal 1t to be both rich and deep, 4s pointcd out by Dre TeMyN, Lowis
some ycars ago, the sito would lend itself admirably to in situ
cevelopment should the State or any other egency cver deciT6 Gpon
guch & programe It was part of the objective of thesc cxcavations
to draw attcention to this potentiel of the site, However, if no
such plans ere envisaged by the Department of State Parks for the
slte 1t 1s rccommended that the underbrush be clcercd from 1t and
that a cover crop of cithcr Bermuda grass or alfalfa be sown on
the site proper ks has been doune in De Soto Park in Mcmphis,Tenn,,
£s this sort of cover is the best possible obstruction to local
vandals, trecasurc scckers aond pot hunters who have alrcady damagcad
the site but not irrcmediably,

The Excavations

It wes dotermined in the Spring of
1952 that thc Memphls Archzcologlcel and GCological Socilety exca-
vation should confine itsclf to one single, a rchacologlcally rich
arca which was to be worked as thoroughly as possible to show the
archacologicel poteontial of tho site rather than to explore the
gite for possibly rich burizl arcas which might turn up spectaculer
grave furnlturc and other highly intcrcsting featurcs to be found on
the sites A spot 197 ft, North by N of the trench dug 1in the East
slde of the largest mound on the site by a former cxcavation crew
was selccted and 10 ft, squarcs were leid off in rclation to a small
elm which was uscd as the NE corncer of Block 2. A skotch of the ex-
cavations shown on the prcceding page gives some indication of the
extent of the explorations, Portions of 10, 10 ft, squercs have been
excavated,

The excavetions have been pursucd
over a thirtcen month pcriod during which therc was an cleven week
lull betwecen micd=0ctober and Janucry 29, 1953 when the reapproval
of the work being cdonc was rcceived, The blocks have becn taken
down by 5 inch lcvels, The work has been cone by hand troweling,

The midden so cxamined has not been scrcencé, Post rclds, rcfuse pilts
etcs, have been located by blocks, and horizonatal and vertical pro-
files have becen run periodically, The burials werc left on pedestals
untll they were so scriously disturbed by vendals in the winter of
1962-1953 following which pecdecstals were removed and the squares
carried cdown to thelr then cxisting lovcls, Block #1 was carried
down seven levels; Block #2, five levels; Blocks #3 and #4 were
carricd down six levels; Blocks #6,#7,#8 wecre carried down only one
level beforc they were disturbed; and only the undisturbed portions
of thesc blocks have becen carried #tomn to the fifth level, Trenches
1) Lewls,T.ILIT,, TO Beaudoln, Kela, Letters, 19052
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were sunk in pursuilt of the whole house pattern, most of which was
developed in these blocks as well as Blocks #9 and #10 which were
also disturbed. Block #5 was the only block carried down to the bot-
tom of the midden which went down 65 inches or in gshort 13 lecvelse
The depth of the mldden suggests occupation of the site over a con-
siderable period of time, A Mid-Mississippian surface culture 1eft
most of the remains but a few gherds in the lower lcvels suggesss an
earlier occupation by an earlier Woodland culturce

The me ter ials romoved were sacked on the site as pecr level
cnd removed to the quarters which were used as a laboratory and wash-
ed and scparated as to material, type, otc, Thege werc then resacked
and stored in cascs withh propcr depth indications on cach sack, They
were then examined agein and tabulated as to kind and deptha. It was
the original plan to have czch plece msrked with its proper block
and depth symbol, but the leck of sufficicnt labor made this imposs=-
jtle and only « portion of the materisls are so merknd, However; the
tabulations have bcen complcted and have becen very carcfully kopt
and should prove mcaningful, All materials rcmoved from the sitc,
have been counted at lcast three times and exanined at lcust threc
timeg and finally classified and packaged anC age storcd in Mcmphils
Misown in cases lebcelleds: PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSFE, DE-
PARTKENT OF CONSERVATION, A casc of the artifacts, furthermore, 1is
on display in the Muscun

Srchitecture

) Only one wholec house pottern was in
any way completod, The post mold pattern of this gtructurc is shown
in the accompanying diagrem, Threc rcfuse pits which could bc agsoc-
iated with this housc were located, but {4 is posaiblc there may have
been more in the arca wnlich wus ddzturbod. The hearth assoclated with
this housc was located roughly in the center of it, but as can be
scen in the accompanying dlagram scons to be o 1little off center to
the Northe The irrcgulerity of the mattorn would meke a true center
hord to cstablish, Semples of the nattle marked housc daub iIncdlcate
thot the wattling consistcd of small twigs and boughs ranging from
i to 1-1/4" irn dia, These were Interwoven and were supported by
posts, the carbonlzcd remains of somc of which were rccovered, The
post molds suggest that the posts ranged from 5% to 10" and 11" in
diameter. The post modd pattcocrns around the hecarth indicate the cen-
tral portion of thc house may havo been supportcd by somc sort of
framework. Indications arc that both the plastering of the exterlor
and Interior walls of tne house was trowclled amoothe The plaster
Wes as ruch as 33 to 45" thick in spots, Rows of smaell post molds
roughly 2ft inside the nouse fmm the outslde wall along some of the
walls suggest that sleeping platforms may have bcen built and utll-
{7z0d 1n the houses, Portions of a semi-~circular wall before the NE
corner wiich ney have bcon usecd as the portal suggest that if this
werc the casc, the portal nsy have been protceted by a windbrecake



T HE Te O, FULLER REPORT

If this was not thc casc thon these circular patterns must be inter-
protted as portions of circular structurcs which one existed on the
slite,

The total accurmlation of post molds located on the site
suggest that at lcast five structures with corners onco occuplied
the site, and possibly threc round structures may have been built on
the siteo, The hcsar ths located ere puddled hcarths (basins of hard
clay, at tholr grcateoct depth perhaps 7% sloping up th the surfacc
of the housc flows with wiiich they were assccinbtods Bach of the four
hearths loecatsd wes surrounded with quantitics of sshe « Bitg of car~
bonizoed theseh were removed from the midcden in the 2ourse of the cxe

cavations,

)

(@]
Lo &5}

) Gttt /(( ‘s f”"' ..‘p.)
0 ( e o
S TR S LR b A T
\ A k

Y
7
b k>\\ L7+~ Refuse Plt
“ A » T i« & < g, O 5o
S <ﬂ': ;‘ W ) &
1 ) , -
E Ash Refuse Pit ¢
N s ;
+ A o &
/i ~3 s i L
4 L] AN
1 I i
* 1Y S, A o 3 e 'i‘
g A ¢ f: e ) H
4 C sy -~ hearth wod
.“ =~ e - NN
~g- Lsh ) R o ry ?
N O L ) i\

. o AN
c Sy 4. Rcfuse Pit w0
. ! -~
- $r
L] L
P
f ;. . . o
- l: ¢ r r-,' U
{:’ .. < ”~, Ld | -
oy & ror Q (’A‘g.
-~ ¢, : oA
O . S A @
7

= post mold
T+ = disturbed arca, - : C>



e))
=g
O
=
3

T HE Te O, FULLER R

The Stone Industry

The limited ancunt of worked stone recove
ercd in tae course ol Menphls Arcnaeolo;ical and Geolosical Society
excavations would possibly sugiest a sonevhat more letharsic stone
incdustry on the T,0, Fuller Site than on other i’id-ilississipnian
Sites in thc area, Most of the gctone found with the exception of 2
portions of large mortars recovered which were obviously made of
stohe inported i'rom some distance is river
cravel and the absence ol a supnly of work- A
able stone near the site way account for
the limitations of the stone industry on
tnne site, Hovever, ir, GeEBe Barnes when
working on the site in the early 30's in-
dicates that there was an extensive stone
workshop on one part of the site, but even
so not as extensive as that found on uany
not too distant sites, Projectile points
recovered in the course of the excavations (v) (c)
and tnose exanined in the G.E, Barnes Coll=-
ection indicates that the 1ost popular tvnes of stone projectile
points found on the site were small triancular points (a); leaf tyoe
points (b); and elongated trian;ular tvpes (c); sometimes serrated,
The collection made in the course of the Merpiis Archaeological and
G@olo;lcal Society excavations,of course, includes as well assmall
triansular noint with a cup type basal notch, The collection includes
as well, a onortion of a beautifully worked larce point vhich may have
been a spear or a knife of very fine imported novaculite., The base of
a tlade with an 11/16" sauare base showinzg no slone (see shotorraphs)
was also found, Only one completely develoned celt was found, This
vas the small basalt celt found vith burlel #3, This is sorewhat
thicker than many of the celts iound on lMld-Mississipoian sites in
tne area, The Barnes collection is notably shy of celts from the
Fuller Site,

2

Many hammerstones were recovered from the
midden and portlons of ¢rill vases, abrading andé polishing stones. 4
small pierced stone(see shotogrsnhs) probably a hanpen-so showing some
string wear vas also found, Iany spalls with secondary flaking may
have been used as knives and scrapers, One well developed ironstone
az;;;lomerate discoidal wes founce This is a mate to 8 similar discoide
al in the Barnes Collection, and similar to those found at the %ialls
Site in Northern liss, by the late Lr, Julius A, Davies, now in the
collection of the University of Iississippi, Another crude sandstone
discoidal was also found,

Ho pipes of either stone or clay were found
In the course cof the Mempnhis Archaeoloricsl ans Geolo~ical Soclety
excavations and there is only a portion of one found in the Barnes
Collections Thls “&s a small elbow type pipe with a hand ensraved
on it muecrn 1n the feshlon of the enzraving found on Jalls Engraved
pottery, except that the waterial used in the pipe was stone-=black
basalt,
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There was obvisusly only a limited use of petrified wood by
the Fuller people as conpared with the use of this material on other
Mid=-Mississipplan Sites in the Ifennhis area, Red ochire was found in
considerable quantity, however, as well es yellow ochre, There wag an
er¥irerely linlted quantity of polished stone recovered irom the Site,
either 1n the course of lMemnnis Archseolosicel Society excavations or
in the Barnes Collecction, Several pieces of shaped stune indicgis Rhe
use of susll mortars as vell s large ones, About 25% of the L AT
picces of stone removed frowm tle nidden was spalled, or showed wori cf
someé character Ly hunen hand,

The Done Industry

Ls coupared with the relatively lethar:;ic stone incustry on
the site; ifempuls Archaeologlcal and Ceolorical Soticty excavations
nave uncovered evidence of a highly developed bone industry, The prin-
2r'pal bone used for imunlenents was deer bone and antler, Turkey bone xmr
t7rrapin shell and par ivory occurred in considerable quantity in the
miicen, Bear claw and possum teeth pendants were also found, One of
ths antler points :as found charred and charred and weathered bone was
found 1n considerable quantity, but not enosu h of this was worked to
indicate whether this vwus one of the processes of the industry or note

a) deer antler and bone

This most olentiful and serviceable type of bone and horn
was very widely used by the Fuller people, More than three dozen ant-
ler awls were recovered [rom the midden, Pins, ounches and needles of
ceer bone were also found and avls made of deer leg; bones, No beamers
vere found in the course of the excavaticns, However, two whole deer
stulls were recovered from the refuse pits with enouch of the antder
still attached to sugsest that they may have been used by the Fuller
hunters as decoys on their hunts,

Deer ulnar awls were [ound in some quantity and two nerfect-
ly develoned deer vlnar tools with lonr slender tapering blades and
delicate points vhich may have been used as inscribers or nunches  Deer
astragalus bones vere found in considerable guantitye.

Another decr bone found in considerable quantity turoushout
the mldden was deer toe bones, Many of these were drilled throuch the
base su(eating thet thgy nay have been mounted on sticks snd used as
hair ornaments, One found in close association with the foot of Burial
#5 and drilled laterally was obvious}y used as at least part of an ank-
let, Dogens of them show string wear indicating that they had been in-
corporated in necklaces, bracelets or anklets, Some of them were drille
ede One of them was carved to reserble an owl and carbonized and was obe
viously used as a pendant, Another was elaborately carved with a dog's
head and driilled through the base and throurh the rear wall as well
suggesting that 1t way have been used as a feathcr mount,
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b) terrapin shell

Terrapin snell was found in great quantitys. 18 or
20 vwhole terrapin carpaces were recovered intact. This parallels the
experience of G,E, Barnes vhen he worked fLhe site many yoears ago. A

sufficiert nurber of nesrly whole terrapiln shells were recovered to
surpest that they may nove been used as cups or small vesselse

¢) turkey hone

Third in importance im the bone indusiry on the
Fuller Site was turkey ‘es bones, Two turkey leg boneg aw.s Wers ra-
covered and a bead made from a sepnent of turkey leg bonee Tiis ma“er-
sal cid not share the nopularity of deer bone in the area worked by
Memphls Archaeoloficel and Geologlcal Society, llowever, a few small
pins and inscribers of turkey bone vere found as well,

d) rar lvory

Gar ivory(scsles) was found in ccnsiderable guan-
tity on the site, llany of thcse scales were beautifully polished and
colored with a patina put on them elther by use or acee Sonie of them
were sharp enough to have becn used as »rojectile points. Others wlth
with a sinilar patina could not have becn 0 used,

e) miscellaneous bone

Two bear claw pencants vere removed from the mide
den, A possum tooth pendant was found iIn association with Burial #1l,
Furthermore some of the fish bones removed showed a patina which
surgested that they may have been msed as pins or inscrlbers,

To conclude the bone industry ol the Fuller FPeopls
was both extensive and highly developed, Much of 1t was of a utilltar-
ian character, but it formed and jmportant adjunct to ornament manu=
facture as practiced by these neople as well,

Shell

Shell thourh used extensively as a tempering mater-
1al in ccnnection with the ceramle incdustries on the Fuller Site had
a strictly limited usage 2er se by the Fuller people it would seems
Fgirly large bivalves (unTGT 5Wells were the only kind founde A small
cache of these wes located in one of the refuse pits, Anbther small
cache of them was found in association with Burial #1, vihether they
may have Leen used &s spoons or were simply caches of tempering
materials is hard to determine, iost of the shell recovered was in
poor condition and ncne of the shell shtiowed any sign of having bLeen
worked,
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Diet

- M, Wm, R. Adampl)of the Laboratory of Osteology, Bloom-
“$ngten, Indlana rcaye of the Tour groups of becnes from the site whilch
ne exsuined, "The pichure as glven by the four groups of bones 1s
thet of & group Livirng in an area where a wice variety of faunal
spocics were avaitlavie Lo them, It shows an appareont willingness to
uhilize any ard 2.1 spocles avallable though 1t is not possible to
azoertain froodm thosge samples 1f there worc any 'taboo! specics which
were avoicad. (Jortzinly this group ls unllke some we find which sub-
gisted entirely on door and turkey,)"

[a)]

oy

The spccies Ldentified arc as followss

Mammals

Beavcr, castor canadensls

Grey squirrcl--scilurus carolincnsis
Cottontaii rabbit-=-gylvilagus floridanus
Raccoon--procyon lotor
Skunk--mephitis niger
Fox=--gquirrcl--sclurus riflventer
Swamp rabbits-sylvilagus aquaticus
Bobeat--1lynx rufus

Dog--canis familiaris
Bear~--cuarctos americanus
Deor--odocolleus virginilanus
Wapitl-corvus canadcensis
Oppossum--didelphls virglnlanus
Fox~ -yulpcs fulva

Ricec rat--oryzomys pallustrls
Mugkrat--fiber zlbetheca

Amphiblans

Snapping turtle--chclydra scrpentina
Box turtlec--terrapene carolina

Bull frog-- rana catcsbyana

Bufo terrcstris )
Pscudemys=-~troostie clegans

Birds ~

Mallsrd, or black duck--anes platyrhynchos
Baldpate duck--anas americana
Woodduck-=-AlX sponsa

Ty Adams, Wm. K. wcuter, April 22, 1955,

2) Admms, T, R,, .éboratory of Compsrative Ostcology Reports, 39a,
3%, 39c, 394,

3) Fricdman, Herbert, Smithsonlan Institution Reports, Jan-May,1983
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Birds (continued)

Barred owl--strix varila
Turkey--melcagris gallapavo

Hawk (spe) 1)

Canada googi--branta canadensis

Bald Eagle®/~--haleaecetus locucocephalus

Fish

Catfish--ameurus sp.
Drumfish--applodinotus grunniens
Dogfish--amia calva

Longnoscd gar--lcpisostens
Gar--lcplsostens osseus

Bowfin 3)
Sucker-~catostomidae
Teleost~-~sp,

Anyda spiniferra

0f 10,040 pileccs of animal, bird and fish bonec removed
from the midden 6,148 were idcntifiable as deor bones(about 61%);
831 Terrapin (terrapene carolina) or about 843 %; 417 Turkey or
gbout 4%3 756 fish or about 7.5 %3 383 bear or about 3.8%; and 92&
the smaller animals and birds listed sbove or about 942 % of the
total bonee The bone was classified by having gencrous samples
classified by the experts listed and the remainder wes classifled
by comperison with these identificd samples, 521 or about 5.2 §
were unclassifiable,

T) Fricdman, Herbert, smithsonian Institution Reports, Jan~-May,1953.
2) Inid, ,
3; Tcaploy, WeTe, Smithsonlan Institution keport, May 12, 1953,
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PLIANT MATIRIALS FROM THE FULLER SITE
Volney H, Jonesl)

In February we received two consignments of archaeological plant
materials which hag been recovered from the Fuller Site near Memphis,
Tennessee, These were submitted by Mr, Kenneth Le Beaudoin of the Men-
phis Archaeological and Geological Soclety, with a request for a re=-
port on the nature and significance of the specimens, The information
furnished us 1s that the materials are from a midden in the site, and
that they are chiefly from the 20" to 25" level, This level 1s describe
ed by Beaudoin as apparently representing a Middle Mississippil occu~
pation dateable ag sometime after 1250 A, and prior to historiec con=
tact,

The two consignments total 17 separate lots, but as the materials
are all of similar origin and provenience, they have been combined. for
study and discussion, All of the specimens are carbonized,presumably
by fire, This has resulted fortunately in their preservation but com=-
plicates the problem of ldentification, Portions of some gpecimens have
been consumed, there is considerable surface damage, and frequent dige
tortion, However, the conditions of Preservation are such that the
major features are discernible and the ldentifications offered below
&re presented with some assgurance,

CCRN

The material of corn or maize consists of 36 cob segments, four
€3sentlally intact kernels, and a few fragments of cobs and kernels,
In view of the quantity and nature of this, it seems to merit detailed
description and analysis,

Length of cobs:

None of the cobs 1ig complete and none is over Se3cms, long, Judg-
ing from cob contours and dlameters, it would appear likely that the
ears were probably not over 7 or g cms, long originally,

Cob diameters:

The range of cob diameters ls from a minimum of about 1l cm, to a
maximum of about 2,3 cms, The median diamecter ig about 1,5 cms,

Row numbers:

The number of rows of kernels formerly borne by the cobs varies
from as few as 8 to ag many as 16, However, 1O-row and 12-row cobs pre=
dominate, as 30 of the 38 segments fall there, Row numbers and thelir
frequency ares

1) Curator of ﬁthnology, and in charge of the Ethnobotanical Laborg-
tory, Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan,
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16=-row cobgem===~====- 1
l4~-rowW CODg=-—~m====- 3
12-row cobS=m===-c=~= 18
10-row CcObS==-m=m === 12
8=rowW CObS===m==-===- 2

Spacing of kernels:

The spacing of kernel facets indicates that only relatively small
wernels could have been accomodated on the cobs. Longitudinally on tlke
cobs the average spacing 1s about 3,5 mms., indicating a kerncl thiclk-~
-s3g of about this dimension, The spacing around the cdb gshows a sing-
- o.row width of about 4 mms, Allowing for some tapering of the kernels
from the point of attachment, 1t would still appear likely that the
kernels were not over 6 to 7 mms. wide at their maximum width. (These
eatimates were made before the loose kernels were measured, )

FPorm of cobs:?

About two-thirds (23) of the cobs are circular in crogs=-section,
the other one-third (13) exhlbit an elliptical cross-sectlon,appear-
ing flattened, Clrcular cross-section is usually assoclated with
smaller diameter cobs, and elliptical crogs-section with larger dla-
meter cobs. We realize that elliptical cross=-section tends to give an
exaggorated dlameter measurement, but even allowing for this 1t is
apparent that cllipticity is correlated with large slze.

Cob butts are present in two instances, One of these, a cob 1.8
cms. in diameter and elliptical in cross-section, hag a broad flaring
butt, The rows tend to separate Into pairs in the but tarea, and there
are distinct grooves betwcen them. The other cob showing the butt
area 1s a larger one 2,1 cms. 1n diameter end also elliptical, In this
gpecimen tho butt tapers in and narrows sharply, just the reverse of
the flaring one,

In all but a few of the eobs the rows are relatively stralght, A
few exhibit spiralling, but there 1s no consistent irregularity, In
most the pairs of rows stand out as gseparate from other palrs, and
often there is more or lessg of & groove between the pairs. In only a
very few instances, however, is there any marked m iring and wlde
Erooves.

Kernels:

No kernels were still attached to any of the cobs and none were
definitely associated with the cobs. In one of the lots of persimmon
goeeds there wore found four more or less intact kernels and flve
small fragments of kernels. Dimensions obtainable are:

Width Length Thickness

7 s e Bmms o BUTuS o

7 mms ., (incomplete) 5mms o

7 ¢5 mmg, 6mms o 4 ,5mms

6eD mMMS, 5.5 1M 6 (incomplete)

The remaining fragments appear to be very simllar to the above,in so
far as can be judged
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The kernels are apparently qulte unliform and seem to have been
amall, slightly broader than long, and proportionately rather thick, Al=~
though not found associated with the cobs the kernols might well be of
the same kind of corn, In general they match rather well with the cobs,
The kernel width fits very well,but the kernels seem a bit thick to be
accomodated on the cobs, Anyhow, 1t 1is not inconcelvable that the ker-
nels might have come from some of the larger cobs, and certainly they
are from corn very much like that represented by the cobs,

Interpretatlions:

The corn from the Fuller Site 1s lacking in uniformity in several
“eatures such as size, cob form, row number, and butt features, Becauss
o thls range of varlation it 1s difficult to classify 1t into any of
che races of corn which have been reported for Narth America, What is
ciear 1s that it is a small eared~small kernelled type of relatively
undeveloped nature,

It would have been anticipated that the Fuller Site corn should be
Ea stern Complex corn, as there seems tg be a very closo assoclation of
that type with the Mississippl Pattern, ) But the material is by no
means a typlcal sample of Eastern Complex corn, It does have some of the
features of this complex in ddlute form, Among these are: slender,taper-
ing cobs; low row numbers(8 to 12); tendency to pairing of rows and se-
paration of pairs by grooves; flaring butts; and kernels wider than
10ng ®

There 1s some rather scant evidence that the Eastern Complex was
preceded 1in the Eastern Woodlands by the Hohokam « Basket Maker Complex
of corne The present sample, again, 1s not typlcal of that complex but
has some of 1ts features, Among these are: elliptical cobs; medium row
numbers (12 to 16); sharply tapering butts; and thick kernels,

A possible explanation of the Fuller Site corn 1s that it represents
g mixture of the two complexes mentioned above, The material seems to
fall into two groups: 1) row numbers 8 to 12; cobs 1 cme to 1,5 cms,e in
diametery cobs circular in cross=section; and 2) row numbers 12 to 163
cobg 1le¢5 cmse to 2,3 cms, 1n dlameter; cobs elliptical iIn cross-section,
If this explanation 1s correct, a reconstruction of events might be that:
a group having Hohokam-Basket Maker Complex corn recelved in addition
Eastern complex corn and that hybridizatlon took place

Still a third complex of corn has been reported recently from a
slte in the Eastern Woodlands, Dr, Hugh C, Cutler has studled and re=
ported on (in manuscript) charred corn kernels from a Hopewell pit at 3)
the Ansell and Knight farms, TIllinols, excavated by Dr. J4C, McGregor,
Cultler considers that the corn from that site "probably resembled" the
Guatemalan Tropical Flint complex, In so far as we are able to judge
from Cutler's descriptions, the Fuller Site corn 1s very similar to
that from the Illinols site,

Cutler describes the kernels as from 6,5 mms, to 7mmg, wide and

<) Jones, vVolney He, 'Malze Ifrom the Davis Site: Its Nature and Inter-
pretation," (appendix,pp.239-249 in H, Perry Newell & Alex D, Krieger,
The Geprge C, Davis Site, Cherokee County, TexageMemolirs of the Society
Tor American Archaeology, Noe 0,1949,)

3) Cutler, Hugh C,,"Corn from the Calhoun County,Illinois,Site No.1l?
(Anscll and Knight farms),"™ Manuscript,no date (19527)
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The kernels are apparently quite unlform and seem to have been
small, slightly broader than long, and proportionately rather thick, Al=~
though not found associated with the cobs the kernels might well be of
the same kind of corn, In general they match rather well with the cobs,
The kernel width fits very well,but the kernels seem a bit thick to be
accomodated on the cobs, Anyhow, 1t 1s not inconcelvable that the ker-
nels might have come from some of the larger cobs, and certalnly they
are from corn very much like that represented by the cobs,

Interpretations:

The corn from the Fuller Site 1s lacking in uniformity in several
~eatures such as size, cob form, row number, and butt features, Becauss
oz thls range of variation it 1s difflcult to classify 1t into any of
che races of corn which have been reported for Narth America, What is
ciear 1ls that it is a small eared~small kernelled type of relatively
undeveloped nature,

It would have been anticipated that the Fuller Site corn should be
Ea stern Complex corn, as there seems tg be a very closo association of
that type with the Mississippl Patterns?) But the material is by no
means a typlcal sample of Eastern Complex corn, It does have some of the
features of this complex in ddlute form, Among these are: slender,taper-
ing cobs; low row numbers(8 to 12); tendency to pairing of rows and se-
paration of pairs by grooves; flaring butts; and kernels wider than
long ®

There 1s some rather scant evidence that the Eastern Complex was
preceded in the Eastern Woodlands by the Hohokam « Basket Maker Complex
of corne The present sample, again, 1s not typlcal of that complex but
has some of 1ts features, Among these ares: elliptical cobs; medlum row
numbers (12 to 16); sharply tapering butts; and thick kernels,

A possible explanation of the Fuller Site corn 1s that 1t represents
8 mixture of the two complexes mentloned above, The material seems to
fall into two groups: 1) row numbers 8 to 12; cobs 1 cme to 1,5 cms,e 1in
dlametery cobs circular in cross~section; and 2) row numbers 12 to 163
cobg 1¢5 cmse to 2,3 cms, 1n dlameter; cobs elliptical in cross-section,
If this explanation 1s correct, a reconstruction of events might be that:
a group having Hohokam-Basket Maker Complex corn recelved in addition
Eastern complex corn and that hybridization took place

Still a third complex of corn has been reported recently from a
slte iIn the Eastern Woodlands, Dr. Hugh C, Cutler has studled and re=
ported on (in manuscript) charred corn kernels from a Hopewell plt at 3)
the Ansell and Knight farms, Tllinols, excavated by Dr, J¢C, McGregor,
Cultler considers that the corn from that site "probably resembled" the
Guatemalan Tropical Flint complex, In so far as we are able to judge
from Cutler's descriptions, the Fuller Site corn 1is very similar to
that from the Illinoils site,

Cutler describes the kerncels as from 6,5 mms, to 7mms, wide and

<) Jones, Volney He, 'Malze Irom the Davis Site: Its Nature and Inter=-
pretation," (appendix,pp.239-249 in He Perry Newell & Alex D, Krieger,
The Geprge C, Davis Slte, Cherokee County, Texase.Memolrs of the Soclety
Tor American ATCRAcOlogy s NOe 5,1940)

3) Cutler, Hugh C,,"Corn from the Calhoun County,Illinois,Site No.1l?
(Anscll and Knight farms),"™ Manuscript,no date (19527)
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4 mms, to 5 mms. thick (length not given). This is very close to the
dimenslons of the Fuller Site kernels, By kernel curvature, Cutler de-
duced that the Illinois corn was from cobs primarily of 12 rows, but
with some cobs of 10, 14 and 16 rows(no 8 row cobs), He assumed the cob
diameters to have been 1,8 cmse to 2,2 cms,

The similarities of the Fuller Site corn and the Hopewell corn
from Illinois are so close that we shall tentatively consider that the
Fuller Site corn is also probably Guatemalan Tropical Flint, The pub=
1lshed descriptions of that race of corn which have appeared are not
sufficiently detailed to make ldentification certain, The poasibility
2f a hybrid between Eastern complex a nd Hohokam-basket maker ig not
entirely dismissed, Further study and additional knowledge should make
15 possible to offer a more definite identification in the future,

SULTIVATED BEAN

Mlixed in with one lot of persimmon seeds was found a single coty-
ledon of a bean, This is falrly large,being 1.4 cms, long, 7Tmms, wide
and 2 mms, thick, It has the typical form and aspect of the garden bean
or kidney bean, Phaseolus vulgaris, In size 1t 1s also typical, except
that it falls into the extreme upper portion of the size range for this
specles, The specimen 15 a single cotylodon or half of a bean, The geed
coat has disappeared (burned away?) a{lowing the cotyledons to separate,
and only one appears in the materisl from the site,

in eastern North America but have not been particularly abundant, All

so far have been of this specles, Some early historical accounts and
ethnological reports suggest that the Lima bean ( Phaseolus lunatus) may
have been present in the Eastern Woodlands in 1lats times, but It has not
yet been found in sites east of the Rocky Mountains,

FERS IMMON SEEDS

The most abundant material from the site 1s persimmon seeds, These
were submitted in eight lots, each of which was a relatively pure sample,
There are in all about 150 more or less intact seeds and many additione
al fragments, The total number of Seeds represented would probably be
close to 200, The geeds are badly damaged by fire and in various degrees
of completenoss,

Archaeological persimmon seeds have rarely come to our hands and
never before in carbonized distorted condition, and we were at fiprst
puzzled as to the ldentity of the seedse Comparison externally to known
specimens of persimmon seeds revealed a very close similarity, and fur= ,
ther, several of the archaeological seeds wero dilssected and the inter-
nal structure corpared to known specimens, We feel confident that an
ldentification of persimmon (Diospyros Virginiana) 1is correct,

The seeds exhibit considerable varlation in size and form, Some of
the larger ones are asbout 147 cms, long and about 1 Cme wlde, Smaller
ones are about 1,3 cms, long and about 8 mms, wide, The average falls
about half way between these extremos, The typical form ig more or
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less crescent, flattish with one edge thin and the other thickened ~ a
wedge to accomodate to the concentric arrangement of the fruilt, 2 few
cf the seeds, particularly some of the smaller ones, lack the wedgse
shape and are more or less double convex, We note these same variations
in modern material, :

Apparently persimmons were a highly prized food among the Indians
wnerever they were avallable, The fmults were eaten fresh and also were
made into "persimmon bread", This product was prepared by removing the
£6ds and kneadlng the pulp which was laid out to dry in the sun, After
a2saiccation this could be stored and kept throughout the year, Ths
wiite gsettlers soon learned that a wine (generally referred to as ‘“Lear"
>euld be made from the fruits, but there 1s no evidence that this pra-
cuice was known to the Indians,

The Fuller Site is fairly close to the northern limits of the
~ange of the persimmon in the Mississippi Valley, There seems to be no
y1estlon as to the local avallability of persirmons,judging by modern
conditionss Mr. Beaudoln, informs us that the site 1s covered with per-
g immon trees today, He further comments that the Tunica branch of the
Natchez confederation, who occupied the ares during the time of early
Srench exploration,are described as making persimmon bread, Further,
one month of their calendar (February 7) was called the month of per-
simmon breads This month was after the corn harvest had been exhausted
and before the new crops were started, when apparently the supplies of
stored persimmon bread were the main source of sustenance,

In spite of the apparent importance of persimmons to the Indians,
we know of very few previous archaeologlcal finds of them, We have in
our collectlons a more or less complete carbonized persimmon found in
the Belcher Mound, Louislana, by Dr, Clarence H, Webb of Shreveport,
We also have a single soced from the Eden Bluff Shelter, Arkansas, sub=-
mitted by Prof, S.C, Dellinger of the University of Arkansas, Gilmore
working with the Ozark Bluff Dweller materials collected by Harrington,
inferred that persimmons were eaSen but 1s not explicit as to the nature
and quantity of materials found? e Pearce and Jackson found persimmon
material in the Fate Bell Shelter in western Texag, bgt this 1s the
small black western persimmon of a different spocies® s We know of no
other archaeological persimmons,

It is odd, also, that Yanovsky in meking a rather thorough survey
of the food plants of the Indians of North &merica was ab}e to bring
together only three references to the use of persimmons 6 o His docu=-
mentation of many presumably less irportant plants was much more abune-
dante Undoubtedly a careful search would bring to light many addition=
al references, but nevertheless there seems to be some discrepancy be-
tween the presumed importance of the peralmmon to the southern Indians
and the quantity of archacological and historic data of its usee A sure
vey of this subject seems to be in order, In any event, the Fuller Site
material seems to be the largest bulk of material reported so far and

%) Glimore, MeIVIN R,,"Vegotal Remalns of the Ozark BluffeDweller Cult=-
ture",Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters,Papers,Vol,14,1931,
PP «85-102, See po 100,

5)Pearce,J4E, and Jackson,AsTe,"A Prehistoric Shelter in Val Verde Coo.,
Texase" U, of Texas Bulletin nNoe3327,1933, sce pe 130,

5)Yanovsky, Elias,"Food Plants of the North American Indians," U.S.,De=
nartment of Agriculture,Miscellaneous Publicatlions,no.237,1936,See DeD2,
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and offers some validation of the use and importance of the persimmon
in this particular area and time,

HULLS AND SHELLS OF NUTS

Two lots of nut hulls and nut shells were gubmitted and a few ad-
dttdpnal fragments were gleaned from among the persimmon seeds. These
total about 36 items altogether, Most of these were from hickory nuts
(Carya Spps)e & very few are from either walnuts or butternuts{Juglans
speJe No pecan material was noted,

Tn the hickory nut material there are three pleces of hulls and
gbout 30 portions of shells. Most of these latter are small fragments,
but there is one plece which represents about half a nut, Other pleces
by their contours appear to be from larger nuts, The nature of the
material does not permit identiflcation to species, but judging by var-
fations in size and form 1t would seem that more than one specles of
hickory nut 1s present.

Three shell fragments show the corrugations typical of walanuts and
butternuts, They are distinctly different from the smooth,ridged hick=~
ory nut shells, The contours and nature of corrugation suggest the
butternut (Juglans cinera) rather than the walnut (Juglans nigra),but
the fragments are too small to permit any certainty. On the basis of
range, the walnut seems more likely.

The various native nuts were a valued and usually dependable sourc:
of rich food and were used by the Indlans wherever they could be ob-
tained, The romains of nuts constitutes onec of the mogt common cate-
gories of plant materials which occur in sites in the Southeast,

PLUM SEED

Sorted from among the persimmon seeds was a single pit(or "seed")
of a plum, It is about 1.3 cms. long and about 8 mms, wlde. It is from
some wild plum and compares vVery closely with plts of FPrunus americana,
a common wild plum with rather large fruits. We consider that 1t like-
ly is from this specles, Various wild plums were caten fresh and were
stored by Indlans and are not uncommon in archaeological materials.
They are particularly frequent in materials from the Prairle reglon,

CANE

T M————

The two lots from the Fuller Sitc consist of carbonlzed stem seg-
ments of canc. Combined thesc aggregate four nodos or joints, varylng
in diameter from 8 mms. to 1,2 cms., cach showing portions of adjacent
internodes. In addition therc are about a dogen fragments of internodes

These are all of southern cane, Arundlnaria sp., & bamboo=like
grass, Two species of cane differing chicefly In slze are usually re=
cognized., From the material at hand it seems unwise to attempt ldentl-
fication to species. The canecs formerly grew luxuriantly in low molst
arcas throughout the South and sometimes formed extensive canebrakese.
The durable stems of this grass offered the Indlans a convenient matere
ial for construction and for use in the crafts such as mat-work and
basketrye
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CHARCOAL

Two of the lots of charcoal, and scattered 1n among other lots
were small blts of charcoal, Some of the more inta ct pleces are up to
about 5 cms, in slze and others are as small ag 1 cm, in dlameter, It
appears that none was from very large limbs or trunks,

A1l of the charcoal 1s from deciduous or hardwood trees, as none
has the structure of wood from conifers(i.,e, pine, juniper, spruce,
ctce)e Three kinds of wood seem to be indicated by distinct structural
differences, Wood identifications require very speclalized kncwledge
and techniques and woe hesitate to offer identifications for these
specimens ¢ :

SUMMARY

The accldents of prcgervatlon and the care iIn the recovery and
protection of the plant materials from the Fuller Site result in vale
uable knowledge concerning the formor inhabitants, Indications are
that they cultivated corn and beans, Probably they also grew pumpkins
and sunflowors, but no remains of thesc were preserved, A surprising
feature 1s that the can 1s not of the type which would have been an=~
ticipated,

The cultivated food supply seems to have been supplemented with
persimmons, hickory nuts, walnuts or butternuts, and wild plums, All
of thesc and doubtless many other products were gathered from the wild,
Thore 1s no direct evidence from the site, except perhaps the cracking
of the nuts, that these werec catcn but it scems to be a rcasonable con=
clusion that their presence in the sito can be accounted for as debris
of the food supply.

The purposc for which the cane and charcoal werce brought into the
site 1is not evident as there 1s no evidence of working or intentional
alteration, Both may be part of construction debris but there 1s no
direct evidence of this, The canfmay be discards from textile activ-
ities, and the charcoal may be residue from a fire-plit, In any event,
use is indicated even though the precisc purpose 1s not clear,

Volney H, Jones, Curator of Ethnol-
ogy and in_charge of the Ethno-
botanical Laboratory, Museum of
Anthropology, Unlverslty of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan,
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Burials and Ruriasl Purniture

The burials uncovercd in the courso
of the Memphis Archzcological and Geologilcal Sodfety Excavations
vcre rclatively shallow,

Burilal #1 was located in Block 4
just 17™ below the surfacc, It was a female extended burial 5'3%in
lengthe The skull was brachy-cephalic and showead marked frontal and
dorsal cracdle doformation. The bone was in falr condition and tecth
indicated the skelcton to bclong to a woman 25-30 years old. Notable
among the 1tems of burial furniturc found in agsociation with thils
burial was a shapely small water bottle and small bowl lylng ncar
the head of the burial (sce photographs); an oppossum tooth pcndant
recovered close to tho throst of this buricli a fine long trlangular
point, and a turkey wing; which suggests that a turkey wing fan
might have accompanied thc burlal; as well es a large sherd of Fer-
tune Noded and somc carboniged corn cdbs. Another small shapcly ollsa,
more of a storesge jor variety and a smell cachc of shell which moy
have been a cacho of tcmpering materials werce found close to the
right hand of thc burial, Thc burial was lying with 1ts hcad in a
northerly dircction and its feet in a southerly dircction, This bur-~
ial was left on its podestal in October of 1952 for the lnspecction
of the Commissioncr of Conservation and the Superintendent of State
Parks and was completely disturbed by vandals who attacked the site
between Thanksgiving of 1952 and January £9, 1953, as werc all of
the other burials connected with the cxcavation, but photographs of
at lcast four of them still rcmain,

Burlal #2 was a triple bundle bur~
ial composcd cf 2 adult skelctons undx onc juvenilo skeleton with
brachy-ccphalic skulls, This was uncovercd very carefully and ple-
turcs of it showing somecthing of thc bundle burial mcthod uscd by
the Fuller pecoplc have becn preserved, Therc was no grave furnlture
per se, associated with this burial, but the prescnce of rice rat
SkcIctons in association with 1t suggests that there may have beon
offerings of food with 1t when it was buried, The top skull of this
group was only 14"™ bolow the surface, whercas the bottom bones roach-
ed dewn to the 30™ level in the middcn,

Burial #3 was an extended burial,5!
2% in longth lying with its head 1n a southerly dircctlon and 1its
foot in a northerly dircctiohe This burial was roughly 21" below the
surfece, Notablec among the grave furniturc was a small black basalt
celt and a finely pollshed bear tooth pendant, Thls burlal was of a
mele with a brachy-cephalic skull, and a pathologlcal spinal condi-
tion which suggested that ho may have becn a hunch back, Pathological
condition of one of thc arm boncs suggosts that he may have had syph=-
1is in an sdvanced stagec before his death, His skull had beoen crush-
cd from the rcar beforc Znhbhmaat as well suggesting that a scvere
blow may have been the cause of his death, The condition of the
teceth indicate that this burlal was of a man Beyond his middle yocars,
possibly 45 which I belicve in prchistoric tlmes was consldered old
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for a male,

Burial #4 was a double bundle burial cbviously of a mother
and an infant. The first mollars were still im~cted in the jaw of
the infant, This burial was 23" beléw the surf.cn, Such a burial, of
course, sugpests that infantlcide may have becn vracticed when mo
erg dled leaving young children who could not teke cere of themsel"“
There was no grave furniture whatsoever associated with thls burial

Burial #5 was discovered by the vandals who attacked the
slte in the Winter of 1952, Whether there may have been pottery or
other grave furniture assoclated with the skeleton is impossible %o
determine since the whole upper portion of the burial was complete.ly
disturbed, The undisturbed lower portion of this burial disclosed
the legs to have been crossed a nd a drilled deer toe bone found in
agssociatlion with the ripht ankle gsugpests that the burial was acccua~
panied with an anklet, This burial seemed to be(at least the uncis-
turbed portion of 1t seemed to be) somewhat decper tha n the othewrs,
occurring rouchly 27" below the surface,

Thereo were in short three extended burials discovered and
three bundle burials containing a total of nine skeletons. The bun-
dle reburials containing juvenile or infantile remains suggests a
semie-nomadiec 1lifc or long tribal hunting trips as part of the life
of the groupe. Data on a great many more burials than these here rec-
ported on will be needed to glve any very strong indication of the
genoral burlal practices of the Fuller peoples
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The Ceramics Industry

Without a doubt from an archaeological point
of view the ceramics Industry at the Fuller Site was the most import-
ant practiced by the Fuller people, The Fuller people gave every in-
dication of being superb potters,

a) paste

The pottery on the Fuller Site removed in the coursse
of Memphls Archaeological and Geological Society excgvations aside
from a hand full of grlt and clay tempered sherds or untempered sherds
oceurring in the lower levels which have to be explained as beirgas-
soclated with a thin layer of matcrlal left by an earlier culture
vhich must have occupled the site fall into two general classess

1) a beautiful smooth ware in which the shell temper-
ing és zg finelas §§ beRin some Casii a%mistlimperceptible designated
n the luvial Valle eport as Be Plain . -

est frequoency. The go%erag coloring ranges fro%cgggs g §§s§h§1§€ﬁago

a varlety of grcys, to cinnamon to an almost orangc cast in some caseose.
Thoere arec a few samples of an almost whitish clay which seems to have
benmn uscd, and many samples of a glossy tan warc, Thickness of the
sherds range from 3/32" to 5/8" with thc grcatcst number having a
thickness between 1/4" and 3/8",(Thickness was measured by scale only,
micrometers whpeynot availa blc and werc not used,) Morc than 70% of
the total number of sherds recmoved: from the midden were of this paste.
Of course, pcrhaps 10% or 15% wore borderlinc cases which might havo
been classificd by somc other pcrson cxamining them as Neel¥'s Ferry,
My tendency has becn to classify all sherds with a smooth c¢xterior
finish, and a rclatively finer texturc as Bcll Plain,

2) a coarscr warc in which the shell tempering is more
obvious, rcferrcd to in the Alluvial Vallecy Report as Necly's Ferry
Plain 25 is roprosented by something less than 30% of the sherds in
tho collcctions The color range 1is roughly thc samc as that of the
Bell Plain warcs with thc cxccption that few NcelY's Ferry Plain sherds
turn out a glossy black and most of the sherds turn out a dun greye.
Approximately the same range of thickness prevaills in Necly'!'s Ferry
Plain as in Bcll Plain though 1t would scem that there 1s a slight ten-
dency on thc part of the Neelyt!s Ferry Plain sherds to run slightly
thicker than the Bcll Plain sherdse.

L) Pnillips, Phllllp, Ford, Jamcs A,, and Griffin, Jamcs B,, An Arch-
acological Survey of thc Lower Alluvial Valley of tho MlssissIBpr
River, 1947--1951,, Chaptcr 1V.

2) 1bid,
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b) Rims and lips
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kbovec arc the fourtccn most common rim &nd lip profilcs found among
the 584 plin rims and lips rcmoved from the midden, About 50% of those
arc too small to Lc identificd positively as being associated with
either dish or olla typcs, but at least 50% of them can be associated
wlth dish and jar typus, Barton inclscd, Mound Placc incised, and
Hollywood White Fllmed secm to be invariably accompaniecd with plain
rims on the Fuller Sitoc,

o’

21 rim sherds showing a rope typc rim dccoration werc roecov-
crcde This type cf dccoration occurrcd on the dish romoved from Bure
ial #1 as wcll, &nd there are scveral cxamples of this sort of rim in
the Barncs Collcction, 26 rim sherds showing scallope werce foundeThose
vary from slmplc scallops to dcep cut scaliops which usually occur one
ly four to a vecseld as in cxamplcs in the Barncs Collectione A third
variation involves a dceply cut scallop with thrce downward steps,but
only one sherd of this character was rccovered,

23 rin sherds of vowls with notched rim strips placcd some-
what below the lip werc rccovercd, These arc mentioned as t pical of
the lemphis area by Criffin in the Alluvial Valley Report llang arec
similar to a typc found with considerable frequency in tho Nashville
arca,. Four of thcsc sherds show a noded rim strip, two others a pun-
ctuate strip, two arc simply a plain ridge, 411 of thcse rim sherds
werc obviously of bowls or widec mouthcd storage jars.,

Of the decorated rim sherds renoved from the midden 155 werc
variations of the notched design and 31 carry rows of nodes along the
line, One showed a simple line of Manley Punctuatc, The notched designs
scom o occur with slightly greater frequcncy on Bell Plailn whoreas
the noded designs occur with slightly rroctor iroguency on Necly!'s
Feorry paastce

c) Iugs

22 tall %ype lugs were rccovered from the niddens Scveral of
these arc of the tyro which usually accompany effigy vesscls and onc
at lcast 1s the typc vhich was obviously a part of a fish or frog
cffigy,

1) Phillips, Phillip, Ford, Jamcs A., Grlffin, Jamcs Bs, Ope clt,
Pe 158,
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Tho remainder of the lugs can be divided into two classos:
49 were strap handlo types--two to a vessel or four to a vessel; and
28 were modified strap handleshypdaein which the strap handle has bo-
come morc of a dccoratlve motif than a functlonal part of tho vesscl,
Many of the sherds indicate that thcy were perts of elaboratcly do-
slgned Parkln punctuatc, Rhodecs 1Inclscd or Vernon Paul Appliquc vess-
clse.

d) 0Ollas

Rim fragments which could positlvely be identifilced -5 being
agsociated with 58 ollas wcre rccovercd, 22 of thoserwere of thce short
ncckcd typc olla asg wcre thosc rccovercd in association with Burial
#1l. Only thrcc show 1lip decorations and only four were of 0ld Town
Rcde (Threoc of thesc werc ob¥hausly of a single vesscl,) The two ollas
rcemovad from Burial #1 arc rclatively small and shapoly. Onc has a
flattened ellipsoidal belly and one has a wedge shaped belly surmount-
cd with a short flaring nccke. (Small storagec jar variety), There are
thrce miniaturc ollas in the Barncs Collection from the sitce and onc
of thom has a long nccke Most of the other ollas in this collcction
aro wide bellicd with short necks, Only six have long nccks and two
of thcse have a wodge shapcd body, Onc of these has a dimplcd body,
There 1ls onc Walls Engraved olla in tho Barncs Collcction with the
running dog--sworl--or swastlka dcsign,

e) Heels

0f the heels rccovered, 18 werc of globular typc vesscls,
Thecse scemed to occur buthwith two exceptions 1In the flrst 20 inches
of thc midden with the majorlty of them occurthng between the 5" and
15" levels, Only threc heels make an almost 90° pige from tho base
and theso occurrcd in the 15" to 20" levcl, 40 hcels, the largest
number of onc kind 1in the collecction have flattencd bascs, fost of
these arc of Bell Plain vesscls, Saucer type bascs occurrcd on cight
of thc heels reccovered, Of thcsc thrce arc decorated with an ineciscd
or cut decsign and onc with a punctuatc decsign rcscrbling Manley Punc-
tuato, Pour werc plcin, A1l were of Bell Plain paste, Of the three
vegsels removed from Burial #1, the two ollas had saucer typc bascs,
onc having a cut decsign, and the dish had simply a flattcned basc.0f
the fragmentary vesscls rcmoved from rcfusc plts (3 storage jar typecs
and onc dish), 1t would scom that the jars had globular type bascs
and the dish a flattcendd or squarce hecel,

f) Miniaturcs

Only 1l rims or hcel sherds occurred which werc of minia-
turc vessclse Theac werc Bell Plain paste cxecpt two which were crude-
1Y madc and of Nccly's Ferry pastece Onc was obviously a fragment of a

tiny frog or fish cffigy, Thcy oceurrcd betweon the 5% and 35% levels
in the middcne
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g) Effigy Complex

: The offigy complex of the Fuller Sitc judging
from the effigics rccovercd from the midden and thosec in thec Barncs
Collection includecs a large perccentage of decr, blrd and fish eof-
figles and an cven larger numbor of human cffigilcs, both well sculp-
turcd rim types and thc round medalllion typcs. tnere is also onc
gwan cffigy; and therc are possum, otter, bat, ek and king fishcr
cfrigics. Therc arec also anumber of plumcd serpent or sprpent cas
cffigics from the sitc in tho Barncs Collcction, The frog cffigy wn '
the complcx too, The ecagle or hawk cfflgy in thce Barncs Collectidn
18 without doubt onc of the most becautifully sculpturcd pleccs fornd
in thc Mcmphis arca, The similarity betwccn the cffigy complex as
indicated by the matcrials recovered and the Barnes Collection to
the Julius A. Davics Gollection rccovered ncar Viglls, Miss., and the
Ncdena Collcction proper(Wilson, 4Lrke) 1s markcd ond worth notinge.

L tabulation of thc cffigy typecs removed in the coursc of Mcmphis
Archacologicel and Geologlcal Society cxcavation and thosc in the
Barncs Collectlion ig offercd hercwlths

Mcrmphis Ae & G, Collcction Barncs Collcctlion

e

Hurman 1) rin typc head
2) Medallions

Human 1) rim typc hecad
2) Mcdallions

Swan

Duck

Swan
Duck
(3 frags. frog or fish) Corrorant (kingeflshcr?)
Frag. plumcd scrpent Plumcd scrpent
%rod slip) Hand grasplng stlck in an-

imal's jaw

Modificd human—truncatig hcad-
dresgs (lernon squeoczcr)

Frog

Dcer

Filsh

Hurian hand

Small Bird

Wood cduck

Dog

Bat

Oppossun

Otter
Eaglc or hawk

(bcautifully modelled).,
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h) Decorated types

Less than 15% of thce sherds rcmoved from
the Fullcr Sitc werce of decoratced typcse. The princlpal decorated

1) Phi%lips, Phillip, Ford, Jamcs Le, Griffin, Jomcs Be., OPe Clte.,
pPe 160
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typc was Parkin Punctuate which occurs with greater frequency than
all of the other decorated types put together and is represented in
collection with 631 sherds, Inciscd wares occur with considerable
frequency as well and the Ranch and Rhodcs incised pieces scom to

bo better represcented on the gite than at many nclghboring sites,The
Importancc of this typc 1s omphasized in the Barncs Collcction which
has thrce beautiful cxamplcs of this typec vesscll with highly modi-
ficd end cdecorated rims, Koent and Barton incised occurs with gsome
frequency throughout the midden 1ike the Parkin Punctuatc; and For-
tunc noded occurs with some frcquency in the upper layers as woll,

1) Wialls Engraved

Walls Engraved is the principal engraved warc,and
though nonc of thc sherds arc very largec many of them suggest clabore-
atcly delincated patterns such as’ thogo found at Walls, Miss,, now in
the Julius Ae Davies Collcction and thosc at Nodcna, 25 of the 48
Walls cngraved sherds werc fragments of vesscls with the running dog;
sworl or swastika design; 2 suggcst a pattern of circles framed with
& border of sworls; 4 arc from a dimplca
vcssel in which the dimple has the design - ..
reproduced herewith (a) engraved in it V2SR
and 1s incorporatcd in a larger running_qﬁﬁcfﬁf
dog or sworl design which cerrics over ;'fff’»‘
into the vesscl propcrs 2 other circu- LA
lar dcsigns which occur are: scc (v), .+ -
(c); One sherd follows the pattern of
Ranch incised but is engraved using
the standard Walls Engraved techni-
que Instecad, Another sherd involves
a pattern of simplec parmllel linecs,
Lt least eleven of the sherds srec SN y
fragments of vesscls which had bcon p S 2 /
cecorated with rcpresentational flguresy ~ | o Lo
The pattern engraved on onc of these A P
sherds 1s shown herewith(d), One sherd RN A
shows a band of three stepped symbols (c) an
similar to those found on both anclent N N
anc contemporary Westcrn pottery, This ' e
sherd 1s bordered with bands of  tho S
typlcal Walls cngraved zonal arcal do= ()
Sign.

J) Minor decoratcd typos

Minor dccorated types include Vernon
Paul Applique and Menley punctuate, Thcse types sccm to occur with
greater frequency in the upper layers of the midden,

k) Slip Warcs

0ld Town Red, Avcnuo Painted, Nodena
Red on White and Hollywood VWhite Filmed ropregent the slip wares found
in the midden, Most of thcse occurrcd In theo upper layers of the nmide-
den, though one Hollywood whitc filmed sherd occurrcd as decep &s the
seventh level, and one 0l1d Town Red turned up as deop as the ninth,
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Of course, 1t 1s well to notc thet many of the Hollywood Whitec Filme
ed sherds are small cnough to have been pleccs from the whito stripos
of Nodena rcd end white vcssels; but with the abscnce of any co lored

stripo indicated can only be classificd as Hollywood Whito Filmed,

1) Miscellancous objccts of Clay

Miscellanecous objects of clay ine-
clyde an untempered fragment of a spoon or ladle; several ear plugs,
and 1t 1s worth noting that ear plugs which occur on the Fuller Site
arc small and shapely; and a number of problematical objects, Many
of these arc small balls and lumps of untempered clay which may or
my not have had a usec, Onc gcems to have beoen shaped like a pocan
with the husk on, Therc 1is no indication, however, that any of them
were fragments of representational figurcs,

m) YHSRMBABIASLLARESEVariations

Varlations from these,cstsblished
typcs Include four sherds shewing a cord Impressed dcségn similar to
Ranch incised on NecelY8s Foerry Plain; and similar too to sherds with
& gimilar imprcssion rcecovercd in the dceper lcvels at the Jaketown
Sitc, Only 4 Hull Engraved shords wcre removed from the midden, 10
Sherds on cinnamon 2nd black Bell Plain prsto are hecavily scorod,as
if by somo speceilal scoring tool; 4 a reo possible voriations of a Kent
incised design and 6 of a Rhodes inciscd dosigne 2 very heavy sherds
with red slip on both sides (5/8" shcll tomp, sherds) scem somovwhot
of a variation from thc normal slip tecchnigue as shiown by the other
sherds having slip on them from the sito, Two inciscd sherds incor-
parate the clrcle dosign; onc carrying the circle with a cross, (the
world design); and the other acircle with & stap--scc photograrhic
supplement, One punctuatc sherd secms to have been mado with finger
nall impressions, It 1s a shcll tompered shord, One shord incorpor-
ates a design of abbutting squares of incised lincse It is quite dif-
ferent from any incised patbern I have cver secne 4nothor 1s of bur-
nished ribbons(ribbon pattern obviously cngraved firgt--then polished
or burnished) on Bell Plain, A third shcrd seoms to be pacddle merked
on shell tempered ware, Still another secems to carry a fragment of a
crude inciged rcprecsentational figurc, Another lump of clay (untempcr-
¢dP carrics the impression of woven fabric or basketry,

n) Ceramic types by lcvels

It is wecll to remember when examining
the following tabulations that due to the disturbance of tho project
by vandals during the period during which Momphis Archacological and
Gecologlcal Socicty workcrs were off the sites only flve of the ten
squarcs were carricd down to the fifth level; and only a portion of
squares 6,8, and 10 werc carried down to this level, Four squarcs
were carricd down to the sixth level 3 and only ono square was carried
down from the scventh to the thirteenth level, So comparable adjust-
ments of thesc figuros rust be made before any intelligent percent=-
2gecs as per warcs can be arrived at,
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n) Frequency Tables

1) Plain Wares

D=pth by Neely's Ferry Baytown Clay
Iohes Bell Plain Plain Plain(Grit) Tempersd
b} 1124 167 %
S0 1443 191
1O 1435 249 1
£0 1447 246
25 1436 336 1 3
37 507 137 2.
35 435 179 1 2
40 106 13 1
45 55 8 8 2
50 4 6
55 6 3 2
60 3 3
65 1
2) Punctuate Types

Parkin Punctuate Manley Punctuate
3] o8 3
10 28 4
15 149 6
20 139 2
25 126 Z
30 40 1
35 14 4
40 1
45 4
50
55
60

6%
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3) Incised Vares
Depth in Mouné Pl, Baxton Kent Rhodes Ranch
Inches nclsea Incised Incised  Incised Inclsed
L 55 38 ] 18
10 S 20 25 30 9
z =

L4 16 A3 s
y o v N . Ry
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4) Other Types

Vernon Paul Applique Fortune Noded
5 5
10 3

15 24

20 1 10
25 12
30 1
35 1 15
40 1
45

95
60
65
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5) Engraved Wares

Depth by

Inches Walls Engraved Hull Eg%raved
s}

10 1

W
O
I
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6) Slip Wares

01d Town Avenue - Nodena Red Hollywood
Red Painted and White Whlte Filmed
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C ONCLUSTIONSGS:

Only a very limited end sketchy plc=
ture of the Fuller Man can be conjectured from tis “incings and stud-
ieg conducted on the Fuller Site by Memphls Archsenlisglcal and Geo-
logircal Society, However, what he may have teen iike may be in part
et least inferred from the evidence at hand. All of the skulls un-
covared(9) were brachy-cephalic~--mongolqic types. This leaves 1little
Goubt as Lo the racisal ancestry of the Fa'liev pecple, The extonded

1

sisietons were all less than 5'5" in leng*i. which gives a clus cs %o
tne fuller man's heights, Only one of the .:rs burials was as 9'd 23
¢4 years [ucging from the amount of recescicn of the jaw beores ari
tha testh, Une was an infant, two were reietively young womea: ons
wa3 4 javenilse which gives some clue as to *hs dea’h rate at the Ful-
ler Site, The presence of 3 bundle reburials involving six of the skel-
etons uncoversd suggests a seml-nomadic life for at least a portion
of the percpls, or iong hunting trips, or warfare carrisd on at soms
diatencs from the Village, The pr esence of such rich carbcnized veg-
etal remains and such a variety of faunal remalns suggesss that the
Fiter man may have had a somewhat more balanced and certainly mcrs
inceresting diet than many of his prehlstoric contempcraries, The
Fulier Man(i.e. the surface culture Fuller Man) was a new stone age
maon, He wags a competent stone workman as his projectile points and
other gstone Implements indlcateg the one celt found in the course of
excavation was beautlifully pollshed and competently made, His prc-
Jectile points were the type used by bowmen rather than by hunters
who used spears. The presence of whole deer skulls in the refuse pits
suggest that he may have used ruses when hunting for deer which was
the mainstay of the fuller man's economy, The variety of fish bones
found in the midden suggest that fish was an important adjunct to his
dict; but whether he caught them with hooks(only one bone hook in the
Barnes Collection is known to have been found on the Site), with nets
or sgpears 1s impossible to conjecture, Bone tools and ornaments were
in popular usage among the Fuller people,

The Fuller man's house was a fair-
1y substantial structure of wattle plastered with mud inside and out.
The social life of the village seems to have revolved about the cere-
monial center which boasts of two mounds, Dr., T M,N. Iewis reports
prehistoric terracing along a portion of the bluffsgl) This may have
permitted a limited amount of agriculture closb to the site though it
i1s not only possible but likely that the nearby bottoms were the loca-
tion of the principal fields and further study of the nearby--Ensley
. Bottoms Site may disclose this site to have been an agricultural ad-
junct of the Fuller Site, Little more the social practices of the
Fuller people can be conjectured from the evidence uncovered, However,
the presence of an infant burial with its mother suggest the possi-
bility of infanticide, There was also evidence of syphlis in one skel=-
eton,

1) Lewls, T,M,N,, to Beaudoln, K,L,, Letter, May,1953,
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i A few valuable clues as to the dress
and the appearance of the fuller man c¢an be conjectured from the ade-
mirably sculptured human effigy vessels in the Rarnes Collection, 4
sort of cap i1s shown on one of them, Drilled decr “oe bones suggest
their use as feather mounts, That the Fuller mer. wore his hair 1n a
bun at the back of his ,cad is suggested by thc ¢ ecence of a bun on
sereral of the human ¢fylgless If the animal effisrce found on the
site have totemic implicctions or might be said to suggeat clan symbols
the following clans can be said to have been extan’ cn the site: Huiman
(Cnieftain--Mingo?); Sweny Duckg Wood-duck; Frog: fishyg Cormor§3t;Deer;
Dog; Bat; Oppossum, Otter and Eagle, This acco rding to Swanton™ worid
guggest that the Fuller man may have been a a prehistoric Muskogean
(possibly Natchez-~or Chickasaw) with a strong Shawnee influence siowe
Ang up in his clan syssem, Though when a more complete picture of the
prohlistoric Tunlca is established archaeologically I would like to com=
pare him with the Fuller man as we find him from the evidence at hani,

Such stratigraphic interpretation
as was possible in an area which hag been riddled with so much his%ore
1c and prehistoric disturbance suggests and extended occupation of the
sise by the surface culture and s mich more limited occupation by ike
vottom culture, There 1s some slight hint that there may have been more
than one surface occupation, but without undisturbed stratigraphy this
can hardly be established, But in any case the sufface culture shows
1ts strongest influence in the upper layers to be from the St, Francis
area sites; whereas the preponderance of the Memphis area traits as
outlined in the 4lluvial Valley Report occur in the middde and lower
layers, It 1s impossible from the ovldence at hand to make an conject=
ures as to the chronology of the occupation of the site except that it
would seem that the surface occupation might easlly have been in the
BeA-=Late Mid=Mississippian period(Temple Mound period) referred to in
the Alluvial Valley Report,

The Fuller site has still & burthen
of valuable archacological information in ite It 13 hopbtd that either
the” 8tate of Tennessesc or the City of Momphis will realize the importe
ande and value of this fabulous site and the opportunity it offers for
dovelopment and start to work on the task of uncovering with the help
of qualified archaeologlsts, this important part of the prehistory of
Shelby County before it is forever lost,

Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin,
Memphis,Tenn,
1953

1) Swanton, John, Indians of Ths South Kastern United States, p,656~58
2) Pnillips, PhillTp, Ford, James Aoy and Criffin, Jamos Be,opecit,
Pe 448
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